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1. 



This office action is in response to the application filed on 9/27/2001 . 



2. 



Claims 1-20 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 3 5 U. S . C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale hi this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 6, 11,16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Duggan et 
al, U.S. Patent No. 5,881,289. 

As per claim 1, Duggan et al discloses 

said computer systems running different system management software utilities having 
different command structures (col. 1 lines 35-40), 

said method comprising the steps of: entering the command in a common interface 
(Fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 8-11) 

said common interface translating said command into the different command structures 
(col. 4 line 60 to col 5 line 20); dispatching each translated command to each of the computer 
systems, and executing the command on the computer systems (col. 4 line 60 to col. 5 line 20, 
note that when a compiler use the commands to compile source code, these commands are 
inherently executed). 

Claim 6 is rejected for the reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim 1 1 is rejected for the reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1. 
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Claim 16 is rejected for the reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-5, 7-10, 12-15, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Duggan et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,881,289 in view of Farber et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,903,760. 

As per claim 2, Duggan et al does not explicitly discloses said command is executed 
concurrently. 

However, Farber discloses commands can be executed concurrently (col. 5 line 60 to col. 
6 line 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the teaching of Farber into the teaching of Duggan et al to have command be 
executed concurrently because one would want to improve the execution time of the computer 

systems. 

As per claim 3, Duggan et al does not explicitly said command includes a command to 
provide command execution progress status back to said common interface. 
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However, Farber discloses providing command execution progress status (col 2 lines 24- 

26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the teaching of Farber into the teaching of Duggan et al to provide command 
execution progress status back to said common interface because one would want monitor the 
execution status of the command. 

As per claim 4, Duggan et al disclose the command to be executed are entered in groups 
(Fig. 2 and col. 4 lines 8-11). 

As per claim 5, Duggan et al does not explicitly disclose before the command is 
dispatched to the computer systems, the command interface pings the computer systems to 
ascertain their operability. However, Official Notice is taken that the command is dispatched to 
the computer systems, the command interface pings the computer systems to ascertain their 
operability was well known in the art at the time the invention was made. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the well known 
knowledge into the system of Duggan et al to have the command interface pings the computer 
systems to ascertain their operability before the command is dispatched to the computer systems 
because one would want to make sure the commands can be executed properly. 

Claims 7-10 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 2-5. 
Claims 12-15 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 2-5. 
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Claims 17-20 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejections of claims 2-5 



Conclusion 



5. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Wei Y Zhen whose telephone number is (703) 305-0437. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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